KIRBY T-KHTBOCRAT - By 0«9. S. St. loha 

So, ha didn’t adait that ho to a Technocrat. la foot, ho expv 
oressly stated/ that, *The Toohnocrats hero no plan for taking 
over the power* of the go Vermont". This in answer to a quo** 
t ion from the audience, *'%y i* not the Technocratic plan ei»- 
poor?*- lit* than the Socialist*)* method, 5*r. Png* foil owed 
this statement by quoting Howard Scott a* hawing replied to 
the ease question, * that it mo* a question in which he ("eotf 
was net at all interested. There must here been a misunder* 
standing. 

Up to th.s point, cf how to begin, Sr. Page’s lecture at th 
Methodist church, April 8, woe a perfect Technocratic address. 

He stressed, first, the necessary or inevitable ^waing of in* 
dividualisn, and the substitution of co Lleetivtoi*.; another 
none, of course, of socialising our industrial aid economic 
lifs. He illustrated his point by comparing the freedcra of 
a hoy (Massif) riding a wile fifty miles through th# pine for 
eate of Louisiana, with aether young man .la a high-powered ear 
breaking all the tra/fie rules on a congested highway. That 
would they eav, he ashed. Well, whatever it was, they would 
"Soy It with flowers“ and “flow natural he looks!* 

There are, Mr. Page said, fo,jr methods by which we m»y at* 
tempt to aanage our affairs. 1. y allowing individuals or 
groups to establish monopoly, we assuming the attitude of 
lalsaez fairs. 2. fly a fascist dictatorship of control by 
that some group. 3, }y tt dictatorship of the workaen or the 
proletariat. 4. The reorganisation cf our industrial and pe¬ 
ll tical life under a socialised control. 

Mr. Fags left nc doubt as to his preference fear the last 
method. He are the young ccllegiane present an examination in 
higher ooencnics and finance in *hich ihe £h&- assing erode was 
tc be based pan one question alone;-is it that vhen the gov 
eroaont** every call for loans, or in floating bond#,!* ov«r*ttbib- 
scribed at one-severrth cf on# percent interest, 'sfcen it easts 
7 percent for the ordinary sltisea X< et a lean"? Bat that 
question is not so hard. The banks would not have cur rrov.ey to 
lean out at all except as we trust them tc require the perfect 
security that the govexneasm. £ive*. ut this answer, as in 
nearly all oases, rail's ten questions by its answer to the one. 

But here is where str. Page and some of the audience parted 
company. “Few will the Socialists get socialized central of the 
government?* And, "Thy is not the Technocratic oethod simpler 14 ? 
The Socialists would buy the properties, e.g. a ulne. They would 
give for then interest searing bonds, producing (?) dividends, at 
& fair prise; acquire hew under the rig-t of eminent domain. 

Then it would take a large part of the interest or income awny in 
the torn of i'ce~e taxes;- a perfectly constitutional and Xsgal 
method. The nine would be operated, not by a congress or legis* 
laturo, opt ty a board of directsra with equal numbers of the 
stats, the niner, and the junSSiSjhcr-presentativoe. of oours# 
this assume thatthere e to?«n income for bond interest. This 
would have to be from -ITS and a HUCI syfeesn, otherwise the 
benchoilers would have no income to tax. 
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Vhua the price and profit system la atill in vogue, and tax 
•a are 8till levied. And no explanation was given about any in¬ 
debted nee* against the mine. Possibly this would have been" de¬ 
ducted in maxing the transfer inventory. Moreover, where is the 
5SCURXTY against "degressions*, the 103 s of fortune, and want in 
old age/ of the original owners of the mine? 

How let us examine the Technocrat way. Rena ember, Hr. "age 
said they have no majrhod. Herman Thomas here several months ago, 
said the same thing. How is this for a method; abbreviated ftfryv^ 
pages 10, 11, and 12. of the r Lk'\ OY PX3MTY by the Continental 
Committee, 1933:- 

1. Declare an emergency producing widespread unemployment and 

disorganisation of industry. 

2. Declare a general moratorium. 

3. Svery one continue at his present work, until the organis¬ 

ation is ooapleted, and he is relieved and re-assigned. 

4. Registration under Selective Service. 

5. Issue, to all, order a for goods,—food, clothing, housing, 

transportation, eto, pending final adjustment. 

• Appointment of Katloual Control and Planning Board, 9s have 
the figures now in the Chart of Plenty, 1935. 

7. Stores of goods, factories, public utilities taksn over under 
the right of eminent domain, pnesdbly extra certificates 
given under the "due compensation*provisions of the 
constitution, article V. 

S. Production speeded up until all have a plenty. 

9. Goods and services supplied until they are like drinking 

water. Plenty for All. 

10. Bebte, all taxes (income and property), poverty, 93* of 

crime (for money), all autdmatically abolished by the 
issuing of certificates or orders for goods,individually 
signed, date-limited, non- transferable which wtuld bo 
issued to every onSjWho "also stands and waits*, and serves 
not more than 16 hours a week between ages 25 and 45, after 
the change is completed. And this for life . SECURITY? 

Does thie sound as though the "Technocrats have no plan*, 

Rr. Page and Kr. Thomas. Read our Plan of Plenty, and now 
1935, jj^ftaChart of 'lenty, '*hich the American Journal of '^d- 
ucation/ie the outstanding book of the century, in its impor¬ 
tance. 

Aside * rem that statement bdth sneakers nade fine Technooirtt^- - 
ic, as well as 'cclalist address**. The Technocrats could 
become Socialists if profits , prises, and inccmes to tax be 
abolished, and if allowed to take our "money" system with us. 
Otherwise we are the same. The lonv.unists hive a similar uro- 
gr«si in many respects. ut ;h# Technocrats would aoolish all 
classes except those based upon capacity for culture, would 
recognize no "class struggle", and they see no necessity for 
violence under our constitution in a DEMOCRACY. 






Bat ebay tteoaes of out constitution, tilti) its Bill of 
Sight*, if free speech, free press, freedom of peaceful asaea- 
hi, be abridged or denied? 3 hat beeoaes of our Declaration of 
independence that a oeople hare a right tc r.odify or change the 
farm of our government. That is when a nan of Kirby Page’s 
character and standing ie denied the use of a hall at our 
State University. The reading of the Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence used te be an essential bpsrt of every 4th of July 
celebration. Ie our constitution, the Palladium of our 
Liberties, to be wrecked, tern to ehreds? Sven Technocrats jfp 
would fight tp prevent that. 












I h&d ei most "Interesting la^ortlev with ft 
lawyer tEmcaxxyxfcx t.odty, by the nans of Frans H. 

Krebs. Ha lives la Boston. He read the Atalntlc 
article afld wrote for an“interview.* He and bis family 
have about“C 25,000 Invested In US Steel* After read* 
ing the article f his wife Insisted on telling their 
stock. He was not. "willing to do. this aftd wanted to 
know what I t. hought he sould do' about It. He Is 
new proposing a movement among the stockholders which 
till culminate in an effective pretest tgtinat the 
twelve hoar “day And low- wage schedule at the next annual 
meeting of the stockholders, next. April. He wants to 
talk Mth sie further In the fall. It was a most In¬ 
ter rating Interview. 


“ I am Just about talkad out I si* long inter* 
views today} But what is this to compare with your 
regular diet} 

• i • *• v \ ' . - ■ 

Affectionately yours. 
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Fellowship of Reconciliation 

2929 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 

HAROLD E. FEY 
executive secretary 


Telephone 
UNIVERSITY 4-5675 


\ 

Dear Kirby: 


Allen Chalmers and I have gotten together 
and discussed your proposed letter„ ^e are in general 
agreement with the idea. I am sending modifications 
under separate cover. We will take up the proposal 
at the meeting in Philadelphia on larch 24th and go 
ahead with it if approved... .The cost of $3500-i^4000 
dollars will be quite a blow to the budget of our 
church department. Don't you think that general pub¬ 
licity should carry a part of this bill? 

Sincerely, 





4B0 













Statement #1. 


-U ^7 



I do not "believe in violence, force, destruction, waste, or killing. It is ny 
firm "belief that all are opposed to every "basic concept of Christianity, or to any 
form of moral reasoning, I "believe that any participation in them for any reason 
whatsoever leads inevitably to a coarsening, debasing, and degrading of personality 
that is contrary to all natural laws of development and is therefore evil and wrong. 


War, as a concentrated and Vicious form of violence, force, destruction, waste, 
suid killing, is thus in my opinion the epitbmy of human evil. Every expression of 
it runs counter to every decent principle of human relationship which I have learned 
accept as right and which Christianity teaches is right. 


I do net believe anything has ever been settled by war except that each war 
has led and will always lead to a new one even more horrfiie than that which led to 
it. That the independence achieved by the American Revolution would have come of 
its own accord and possibly within the very period of the war is the opihion of 
many historians. Likewise, a study of American development leads to the belief 
that slavery would certainly have been abolished even if there had not occurred the 
Civj.1 War which led to its abolition but also left a heritage of sectionalism, 
since 1 * 11633 * rac ^ a l enmity which has retarded one section of this country ever 
lesson ^-Ong, inter-locked chain of European Wars can teach only one 

on,— *a war i 3 futile -and sterile; yet it continues to be used by nations 
which exhaust their material and human resources continually in preparation for and 

prosecution of war, by nations which learn nothing from previous*wars excert how to 
mate the next war mere deadly until at present m*m * 1 except how to 

of destruction, of ho* racy boats are drcrpedVch pidit In tb.7^ ° f t 5 8 i. r p °* or 
civilization -London, Cologne, Strnshoirg AthSnl ? «“*»• ° f European 

arise from this evil for anfmie or naS'of^nl P ° 8ame 6004 Can 


I do not believe that war is justified under any circumstances, but especially 
vile do I consider imperial warfare for the acquisition of lands and economic war^- 
fare which is as stupid as it is useless,—warfare because of the greed of a nation 
thatt; disrupts and destroys its own natural economic development in order to "protect" 

1 O , 


the Peo^e^^riigtnLS^rreSSr 1 ^ SlnT^^l,* 0 


make the world safe for democracy." I cannot believe that this present war is a 
war of democracy against dictatorship. It is rather a war of one imperial system 
to defend an economic life which has rested on subjugation against a nation deter¬ 
mined to build a like system in a like manner. Ask the natives of India and Uganda 
their opinion of British democracy. Greece has existed since World War I under 
first one dictator, then another. The mutilated natives of the Ccngo would have a 
pretty story to tell of Belgian democracy as well as the natives of the colonial 
empires of Holland and France., Even in the United States, Negroes are called upon 
tp protect a democracy that in many states denies them the privilege of the ballot. 
Protection of the law, of the free opportunity to work or to learn, and 
ilierv ra or S +ho e ^ lnt ? armed forc es where they may not serve as members of the art- 

mess assistants °< ** ^^nce, or in the Navy except as 

a' d raff v ’ Marines. In the name of democracy they are called before 

ataWe^l/VrnL SSe Y n W \ iCh n ° N ^° ^ ^Sua/the Governor If tie 

oitv wh P r Y ^ u thl3 19 a Whlte 3 country and always will be," and in a 
-ity where the Vic^-Maycr echoes the same words. 


-the Execn+wl Y+Y Y Undted states has any part in the present war except that 

ariiv arrt I f Y aation has » in his words and acts, been repeatedly, unnecess- 
arxiy* and increasingly non-neutral. 


idual^hlYlYY Y S ^ ate exists for th e finest development of the mass indiv¬ 
idual which ordains the state and to which the state is subset 



Statement #2 


Considering religion to mean one’s sincere philosophical and moral belief as to 
his relationship to the universe, to the world, and to his fellow-man, I have signed 
my name to Statement B, Series I, Form 47. 

I am not a member of any organised sect, the depth cf my own scrutiny of dogma 
and creed preventing me from sectarian belief. 

Sod, as a unifying, natural force, the prime cause, impersonal, amorphous, yet 
inevitable, is the Ctod in which I believe. 

I believe in Christ the man, the philosopher, teacher and prophet, the Prince 
of Peace, and in his ethical principles with all my heart and mind. I do not believe 
ip the Immaculate Conception, or the Son of God, or in the Ascension, or in any of 
the supernatural dogma attached to the Christ legend. 

The development of this belief is difficult to describe. I was born the son of 
a Bcaptist mother and cf a father whom I never knew to attend church cr to express a 
religious conviction. As a child, I attended regularly a B ptist Sunday School, and 
occasionally others. I was never baptised, or christened, or confirmed in any church. 

By adolescence, I had ceased any church attendance because I could not find in 
organized religion anything except dogma preached on Sunday along with principles 
with which I could not agree tv which I did not see practised. A great factor in ny 
early departure from the church was my increasing awareness of race with my inability 
to reconcile the absurd paradox of Negro Christian churches and white Christian 
churches, both preaching the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Kan. 

As a college student at Howard University, my disbelief in Christian dogma in¬ 
creased, though at first with the usual adolescent sophism I attempted to substitute 
nothing for it. In my later years there, as a student cf philosophy under Er, Alain 
Locke, I did begin to try to develop a world-view and a man -view. 

As a graduate student of Anthropology in Boston (Harvard University) and a mem¬ 
ber of the Socialist party there, I developed further ny sense of relationship in 
both time and space to ny fellow-man and my responsibility to him as an integral 
part cf society. Here I first thought deeply of the nature of society, of its com¬ 
position, cf the means for its finest development. 

As a teacher in colleges in North Carolina, Oklahoma, and T nnessee, the further 
responsibility of developing and shaping adolescent minds to mature, social, ethical 
principles has caused much self-scrutiny in order to know what is right and what is 
justifiable for me to teach to youth. And the most important cf these principles 
seem to me tolerance, honesty, sympathetic understanding, and individual responsib¬ 
ility of each toward his fellow-man, immediate and remote, of whatever class, race, 
creed, or nationality he may be,—of the brotherhood of man that supersedes all such 
secondary classifications; that wrong begins when one individual harms another and 
remains a wrong no matter in whait name that harm is dene. And is a wrong that needs 
no church cre6d for its condemnation but is a wrong in herent in its very nature. 


The source of this belief has been ny cwn interpretation of life as I have seen 
it, read ef it, studied it, lived it, and grown to recognize myself as a factor in 
^t stems from Jesus Christ but was present before him. Its principles are inhere**- 
in the^fact of the necessity cf mankind living together, in society itself. Its 
violations have always been and remain the great retarding factors of life, and #.f 
violations, war is the greatest. The source of my bdlief might be the study of 
any one of the world’s wars in the light of the social and ethical principles #i 
Christ, Its is hi 

is AJb&eXf* ' 








